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T is not ollie 6 ad * 
pleaſed Druſilla Northing> 


ton, to tell my dear Leonora, 


what joy ber company gives her: 
friend; it is now. four Whole 
years fince I: had the pleaſure of 
A you, during which OY 
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ircumſtance of my life is 

| Sh , excepting the friend- 
ſhip I always had for one, 

- whoſe behaviour deſerved the 
beſt return: you are doubtleſs 


fo conſcious of your own merit, 
as to believe, I mean no other 

than yourſelf.” 
. My dear Druſilla, replied 
5 Leonora, I think your ſtyle is 
5 changed as well as eircumſtan- 
Ces: I would not exclude good 

manners, but methinks this way | 
Ef converſation is a little too for- 
1 wl approaching too near to af- ; 
WE E221; fecta- 
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fectation, for that eaſy agree 
able thing called friendſhip, in 
Which, ceremony ought to be 
excluded as much as hypocriſy 
in religion, ſince both ſpoil the 
noble end they were ene 
for.“ 5 

« *Tis true, Leonor,” an- 
ſwered Druſilla, “ without 


friendſhip there can be no lo e 
and without love no religion; 
but what a ſtrange girl art thou; a 5 - 
to run into thoſe unfaſhionable © © 


notions ? Do you not know 
that all the world, at preſent 


” 
8 . 
o Pay 
— 
* . = 
* e * 
* 
1 
8 - 
Sa.» 
- — 
6 : * 15 « 
” % 5 by a * N - 
| - 
* We "©. - > 
«Ow 
N a _— 
ww * 
- 


3s Tu LADY's TALE, Oc, 
is compliment, that nothing is 
ſo ridiculous as the character 
of a plain- dealer? Why, child, 
you'll be ſhunned by all polite 
company, if you ſet up now 
for ſincerity.” 38 

Then, Druſilla, replied 
Leonora, by thoſe fine faſhi- 
onable rules, 1 perceive, I am 

to take all thoſe civil things you 
have faid, for no more than a 
little exterior gloſs, which like 

1 Dutch gold upon ginger-bread, 
ä * the 155 of a child, tho! 

eatery 


Taz LADY's TALE, G. 3 
eaten, it cankers and corrodes 
the coats of the ſtomach. 

© Believe me, Druſilla, 1 
grieve to ſee that honeſt heart 
of yours, give ſo extenſively 
into the Way of the world; 1 
once thought you could have 
{corned the name of ſycophant. 
What then can I hope from 

A feigned behaviour,” in- 
terrupted Druſilla, it is no 


more, my Leonora, you are no 


longer to believe me the- perſon "El 


you ſeem to fear I am; ſince I 
have now the very ſame gener- 


* 
B 7 
8 % S | 2 . / © ; : 
” L , * 4 f . 
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ous fontinients of a fincere and 
real friendſhip, which I had 
when y we laſt parted, and _— 
1 wilt for ever cheriſh: | 
what I fad, proceeded: "2 
the bitterneſs of my ſoul, hav= 
ir ing been very lately uſed with | 
much flattery, and much trea- 
85 chery, by one, whoſe gratitude 
| might have taught her a better 
5 way of returning a great many 
eivilities ; but as womens quar- 
bels are generally too trifling to 
be entertaining, for that reaſon 
* Snack * to your preſent 
2 —— requeſt, 


Tux LADY*'s TALE, fc. _ 


requeſt, which is, your deſire 
to hear a Narrative of my Hiſ 
tory, and which I will relate 
with the greateſt fincerity.” _ 

That, ſaid Leonora, will 


be very obliging, becauſe L have 


hitherto had only an imperfe& 


account of it; and fince a ſtory 


told by halves.occafions nothing 
but incoherence, I beg you will 


go quite through with it, that 


I may hear again what I know 


already, as well as to be in- 


B 4 Then 
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„ Then thus, my dear Le- 
onora, I begin. 


C You may remember when 
laſt we parted we were both 
very young, and though one 
would think four years ſhould 

make no very great alteration, 
| yet it is plain ſo much time 
; both buries in oblivion, and 
5 raiſes ſtanding monuments of 
our actions; the good ones are 
forgotten, or at leaſt never to be 
mentioned, while our ill-con- 
duct, our imperfections, are 


* eie in every buſy mali- 


cious 


TRR L AD Y 8 TA LE, &ec. 3 
cious breaſt, to be produced in 
oppoſition to any little word 
ſpoken by chance in your fa- 
vour: but I lay by all moral 


3 and come to my 


Narrative. 


When I had 3 my 
father ſummons, and returned 
home from your houſe, I was, 
you may remember, about eigli- 
teen, and had, which is pretty 
rare at that age, a heart entire- 
ly diſengaged from all the fool: 
iſh incumbrances which we | E 
ally: attend that time of life? 


35. 8 That | 


4. 5 
„ 
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- 4 That is to fay, my dear 
Drufilla, you were not in love, 
which, conſidering your offers, 
was, 1 own, a little rare.” 

« If you interrupt me, Leo- 
nora, I {hall. forget where I left 
off, and make a aging Peer 

of work of my ſtory. 
3 I was no ſooner come home, 
than I met with ſuch a recep- 
ll rionasan only child might ex- 
pect from the arms of two 
1 parents; my mother was 


| 5 ready to devour me, ſhe was fo 
* and would not let me 
3 7 ſtir 


* 2 
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ſtir out of her fight for many 
days; ſhe was a woman of 
much prudence and goodneſs, 


one who had always made it 
her chiefeſt care to initiate early 


principles of modeſty and vir= 


day as we fat alone, with the 
_ greateſt tenderneſs, ſhe addreſ= 
ſed me: My dear Druſilla, E 

am of a weak infirm conſtitu- 
tion, and do believe my days 


are few on earth; if that ſhould! 


be the eaſe, your father may 
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| ſome inconveniency” in a5 lep- 


mother; you have had a great 


many advantageous offers made 


you, and 1 ſhould behold my 


laſt hour with great content, 


ü could 1 firſt ſee you well diſ- 


poſed of ; you are my onily 


| care, and next to your father 


my only comfort, for you have 
been my child theſe eighteen 
years , and to your face I own, 


you n en in your 
5 


* 3856 Nor ever will, my dear 


mamma; oh ! do not tell me 


; - s , 2 0 
2 * of 
= | 


Tas LADY's' TALE, &e;” 3 
of your death, 1 hope and be- 
heve you have: many, many hap- 
py years to come, in which, 
| perhaps, I may bring myſelf to 
a more favourable” opinion of 
a matrimonial life; but I think 
it is a ſtate that requires more 
calmneſs; more ſolemnity, than 
is uſually found in one of my 


years; and, it is but a melancho- 
ly reflection to a young breaſt, 
to ſay, it is going to give away 
all its pleaſure. I do aſſure you: 
my ever honoured: mother „it 
will be more agreeable: to nyt 
n 
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TO OI ns Wn 3 nn. Ie Ee as — 
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* a 5 


reflecting in my own breaſt on 


* 
— 


ä 2 
5 * ” 


diſpoſition of mind, if it pleaſes 
you, to remain in a ſingle ſtate; 
but, ſhould it be yours and my 
father's will to think otherwiſe, 


that I may not be deficient in 
any part of my duty, I do 


promiſe, unleſs I ſhould abhor Z 
the man, you. ſhalt command. 


me in that too. 
In 


kiſſed and thanked me for my 
compliance. But while I was 


| the folly of a reſolution, which 
noun! 9 4 till 


Tra LADY'S TALE, S. tug 
till we have a ſtrong temptation 
to break it, (nature, my Leo- 
nora, will have its career) my 
father came to us, and with him 
a ſomething, 5 which was, Ifan- 
cied, deſigned for a nian, tho? 
nature, to ſhew us ſome diver- 
ion, and to let us ſee ſhe can 
be merry over her own com- 
poſitions, had made the thing 
look like a creature engendered 
betwixt a monkey and a Dutch 
maſtiff. His eyes were red and 
very ſmall, his noſe-end turn- 
ed up fo very erect, that with 
"I the 


1 53 
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the help of a good perſpective, 
ene might have made a ſhift 


to find the way to his brains; 
P 4 ous Was . 125 n 


Wu his bead was Hung to 
da: ſhoulder, his back was 
crooked and ſo were | his legs 
a * and * ul. _ 
wo 972 

Heaven . us al Goo: 
Cupid's bow, | faid Leonora, 


I hope you came off heart 
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puny monſter compared to him 
you have deſcribed. 

c Ah, my Leonora, were 
all objects like this I have de- 
lineated, you might ſave your 
prayers for another occafion. 


923 a — 


A. 


But to go uh. 3 


„When my father Fr in- 
troduced this prodigy, and 1 
had only taken a haſty ſurvey 
of him, bleſs me, thought I, 
where has my father picked up 
this epitome of deformity : 2 or 
has he purchaſed bi to create 


diverſion ? 5 Stad aid ann 
« While 


* 7 
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„ While I was thus mu- 
fing, he came forward, and 
made up to my mother to falute 
her, which he did in ſuch an 
inelegant Way, that had not a 
- little good manners ſtood: cloſe 
at my elbow, I had laughed 
in his face. pA 
; I expected e 
f af his civility would fall to my 
are; as it accordingly did, 
0 He then commended my 


perſon, aſked my father if I 


Was his a, and . 


5 Tur LADY*'s TALE, e. 19 
married: Who told him in a jo- 
cular way, he was forced to 
own: me, but I was too much 
a drug to be diſpoſed of. 
« Oh, ſaid the horrid wretch, 
ſhe ſhall have a huſband, though 
I fetch her one mpſclE 5 
For my part; E was half 
ſeared out of my wits, for fear 
it was his own lovely carcaſe he 
deſigned for me, for I Knew 
not then he was married; 
though afterwards, my mother 
informed me, that ſhe was a ; 


_ of your accompliſhments. 
* Me 
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“ He fat a conſiderable time 
with my father, and talked 
| much of affairs abroad: I muſt 
confeſs, his diſcourſe put me 
upon making many inward re- 
flections on the kindneſs of na- 
| ture, who often beſtows the 
Fgreateſt beauties to the mind, 
when ſhe denies themyto. 1 
: ſhape : and face. AS e 72 
„ Thus it proved in the 
perſon I am ſpeaking of, who, 
__ though a moſt deformed crea- 
Wh ture in his make, had the 
e of a Cicero i in his con- 
verſation "7A 


Tus LADY's TALE, e. 21 
verſation; and had the ſenſe of 
ſeeing been loſt in his com pa- 
nions, the ſenſe of hearing had 
been doubly gratified. | 

« After a great many good 
things faid, and as well appli- | 
ed, he got up and went away 3 \ 
and though his great ſenſe had 
very mach atoned for his ri- 
diculous out- ſide, yet 1 wet 
not forbear being a little merry 
upon him when he was gone. 
„ Sir,” ſaid I to my father, 

« I have often heard that 


monk ies 


- - 
MY © , 7 « * 
, 


| 


| We ber I never kin any 


of them ſpeak before; 1 de- 


| elate this was one of excellent 
parts; if the whole ſpecies could 
but talk like him, methinks 


it is a thouſand pities they 


ſhould ever be ſilent. 


„Though my father could 
not forbear ſmiling at what 


I had expreſſed, he was a little 

|  nettled chat I had made fo free 
wich his friend, and ſaid —1 
have often told you, daughter, 
the viſible part of a man is the 
-_ wortlileſs ſhare of him, 
1 unleſs | | 


TRE LADY*s TALE, G. 23 
unleſs where reaſon and pru- 
dence are wanting; but this 
gentleman has as large a pro- 
portion of both, as any body 
I know, and ſhould for that 


cauſe be treated after a differ- 


ent manner: beſide, young ma- 
dam, be not ſo high on the 
ropes, this perſon with whom 
you make ſo free, has a fon 


would ſet your invention on 
the rack' for an engine to catch 


him, if you ſaw him once. 


Finding my father expreſſ- 


„ Ti LAD v TALE, . 
ed himſelf with ſome' warmith, 
Faddrefſed him thus — 5 4 
% WA am-extremely ſorry, Sir, 
F haue diſpleaſed you with 
what F ſaid of the old gentle 
man, J was ſo fooliſh as to 


believe he was deſigned by na- 
ture for every body's jeſt; but 
Tam ſure you cannot think me 
| (weak, as to be in any dan- 


ger of his offspring, àt lane, f 
Ane done upon che whole 
ſex beſide; and I have few 


W ; 7 


| Tux LADY's TALE, Sc. 25 | 
ſome, who have "paſſed in the 
world for men without blemiſh. 

&« I am glad, daughter, you 
are proof againſt mankind, . for 
none have more advantages to 
boaſt of, than the fon of this 
gentleman; and I can affure you, 
neither your perſon or me 
are worthy of him. 
©, Theſe words, in ſyjte 4 
my endeavours to hide my re- 
ſentment, brought a colour into 
my checks, and I was not able 
to hinder an inward vexation, 
at hearing my father ſpeak ſo 
Vor. I 
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cantemptibly. of of me. I was 
eas © one 1 "thoſe 
fooliſh! girls 'who | think” their 
charms irreſiſtible, and that it 
was impoſſible for a man to ſee, 
and not to lob. 

a — 
1 reſolved, though it was the 
firſt time, to make a conqueſt 
if poſſible, and in order to it, 
ſet my mother on to find out 
but did it without giving her 


il theiteaſt cauſe to ſuſpbet the 


deaſun of * n 
Breet [2 2 0 i b 2 oY J PEAS, had 
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know as I had; and when they 

were alone ſome time after, the 

aſked oe nn accord 
wghy.. 


een We t, 8 


was a perſon not only of great 
worth, but maſter of a finer 
ten thouſand. pounds a year; 
I knew him, ſaid he, in Spain, 
tion, he is a Dutchman by 
. and his name is Van- 
„„ æzouch, 5 


0 xi. EADY's TALE, r. 


#6uch; he married à fine Eng 
uh Lady, who admired hint 
for his good ſenſe and "extra: 
— "terhper ;\ by her he 
has one ſon, Who is his only 
child, and one of the moſt ac- 
2 Eornpliſhe men in Europe: 


His lady is nom in Holland; 
t Wh m he intends to 297 
1 a very little time; he is 
ow at a relation 's:houſe in the 

ere, ; where he ſtays 

to oblige dis ſon, Who of an 
go loves the coutitry; wn 

. This was: the 'account "1 
3 mather 
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3 mother got, and Which, the 
firſt opportunity, ſhe, commu- 
nicated to me. BO 2 05 
As ſoon as I, could con- 
got up to; my chamber, Where 
I fat, down to. conſult with my, 
oden thoughts, what method was 
to be taken towards ſeeing, this 


Utes: 1 hoped, i the huſband 
wales to bring me, might prove 
his ſon; but then 1 conſidered, 
he. was a father, and as ſuch, 
Alion. C 3 would | 


% TM LADY's TALE, e. 


weld try to make a better 
market for him: but then 1 
again confidered how little my 
father's opinion was of me, and 
Iknew not but he might prize 
| his fon as Tow; as I wis villued 
62 daughter; though 1 knew 
m father loved,” nay; doated 
on me, but it ſtuck heavily in 
| my Romich cke be med 
think, 1 could not deſerve the 
on of uch a deforied old 
gentleman, 1 "was fadly "at a 
166! how to obtain s fight of 
ki,” and yet 1 feared "9/66 


"i — 
SLE £29344 4 
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| ſhould want a power, to gain 
a. conqueſt ; and betwixt the 
hope of his coming, and fear 
of his not liking me when he 
dam me, I gave up my thoughts 
ſo entirely to that one ſubject, 
that I grew perfectly ſtupid, 
and did not care either to eat 
or talk. 
5100 — father inks I was 
in the dumps becauſe. he had 
affronted me, but my poor 
mother was anzious for my i 
mid” C4 health, 


: 


. 
* 
a 0 * . Y , I , 
as my. father had and 
1 p N 4 3 * 11714. — * - FX? Ls 1 


à phyſician, but I was reſolved 
my pulſe ſhould not come be- 


: foros irs can do, and ſaid it 

was only a fit of the vapours, 
| — wo! off: 2 A F 
| little eee 5a. 5 2 


22 Tax LADY's TALE, *. 
health, and feared ſome grow- 


ing diſtemper; for which rea- 


ſon ſhe would fain have ſent for 


tween their fingers; and could 


have told her — the cure of the 
yy. was not the work of the 


2 but I kept my on 
„which is more than 


a6, Apo y "oy my tac 
1 FOR 5 4 s what 
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vrhat ſhould vapour you, who 


never had one vexation or diſ- 
appointment in your life Pl 
beg, Druſilla, continued ſhe, 
vou. will not give way to ſo 
much as a thought of that 
temper; it borders too much 
upon ſloth, idleneſs,. and. 2: 
_ thouſand other impertinent 
things, which corrupt and ſpoil 
the, blood No child, you have 
no ſuch thing, it is nothing but 
fancy, ©, and 1 a . in 
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| perſe thoſe melancholy fumes 
that diſturb you thus, the air 
"will do you good.” | 
Next day I took her ad- 
vice; © and calling Faddle my 
mad, 1 went attended only by 
Her to take a walk in the fields: 
1 you know, Faddle is a good 
| merry girl, Leonora, and as we 
were walking a flow "oy ſhe 
thus aceoſted me. * 
For the love of fortune, 
« madam,” hid Faddle; «what is 
| the matter with you, ſure thive 
or four days. never brought ſuch 
5 1 
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* 
a change with them in this 
world before ;. Lord, what can 
you ail? If we had had any 
young viſiters in that time, I 
ſhould have thought -you had 
fallen in love; but the deuſe of 
any body have we had but old . 
 club-foot, and if you are fick: 
for him, by my troth, madam, 
beg your pardon, but I ſhall 
never pity you : — 7 con- 
you, * got er in yon 
tongue, hich is a N 10 us 
3s ib. 99 
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as ſeldom Wen a8 . 
member we have. 

e It would he very rs 
for my preſent: eaſe, Faddle, 
replied I, if thou hadſt a pain 
in thine too; there is nothing 
ſo intolerably troubleſome as 
impertinence, and I wiſh you 


_ - would: leam. ſilence, and med : 


—— but what con- 
eerns Vourſelf. n t 0 
e By this anſweerz Faddle 
found 1 had no pain in my 
to gue, and ſhe: grew” - JP 


_=_ or” it. „ 5 
* © ws 
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Dear [matam,- I am ſur⸗- 
priſed to ſee you angry at what 
1 faid, you uſed to be pleaſed 
with my nonſenſe; but I muſt 

confeſs, every thing that gives 
you pain or pleaſure, has the 
ſame effect upon me; it is true, 
have taken a little more free 
dom than perhaps I qught ta 
have done, but the deſign was | 
to divert, not. vex you; I ſee 
you labouring under ſome lurk- 
ing diſorder, and would fait 
remove it if I could; what 
then have I done to deſerve a 
2 repri- 12 
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reprimand 7? Or, did I erer 
make a breach in that nn 


I owe your 
„ No, no, you kin viel 
it is not in my power to charge 
thee with any crime, but I 
hate to be aſked | queſtions 
which 1 cannot anſwer; what 
ever I ail, is a ſecret even to 
myſelf; how then. ſhould I 
ſhare it with you 222i: 
+ Why-realy: maden fad 
3 wench, for ſhe could 
not help laughing, I have 
aften obſerved the beſt expedi- 
wiz bt 1 ent 


— 
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ent for keeping a ſecret, is 00s. 
ver to know it. 
« With ſuch talk of no con- 
' ſequence we went on, till we 
had inſenſibly wandered almoſt 
three miles; we were got into 
a very ; pleaſant I cloſe, at the 
bottom. of which was a. fine 
clear ſpring: Here, faid I, we 
will ſit down and reſt us; 
which we had no ſooner done, 
chan a little lap-deg came 
wagging his tail and _—_ 
Well. 
, Paddle,” 48 « wher 
ip 3. are 
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are we? I was; never .'thus far 
in my life before; we are cer. 
tainly near ſome town or ſome: 
company by this. A . 
wy let us go back. 9070 6 
I know/ eee we are, 
kid Faddle; though we arg 
2 good way from home, let us 
not be afraid, for there is one 
who will take care of us no 
= doubt; ſee vonder is nen 
'- man. looking very earneſtly at A 
3 Us Over the hedge. TH 63987 oh. 
EL Let us away this — A 


fad: L. 44 and a8 we Went, the 
HR. 
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little dog followed me, and 
his maſter him 3 1 walked as 
faſt as my legs and "ſtrength 
would carry me; and wondered 
the ſtranger did not call his 
dog, but inſtead of his calling the 
little animal, they both over- 
ae geen we came. to a 

„ d 
1] Madam,” "ſaid he; In- 
| not whether qr ſhould” chiriſh' 

or chaſtiſe my dog, for drawing 

me ſo near an object worthy vf 

admiration; but I fee by that 
cruel cloud, with which yo 15 
es have 
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have. eclipſed your. f fine, eounte- 
nance, you thought me too hap- 
py. when I gazed upon it un- 
h covered. How many advan- 
. . you ladies aboye our 
iex, who can ſcreen your. Heat 
ties from ſun and ſight, whilſt 
ve are forced by cuſtom to ex, 
poſe ours to both, | though 
ſometimes, perhaps, we could ; 
be. n to hide them ?* 

Theſe words whe; 5 
eyes to the ſtranger face, 


| — Upon che frabget following her, fie, is en · 
n berſelf, immediately put on ber mas. 
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which 1 ſuppoſe he expected 
when he ſpoke them, when 1 
found him an clegant” figure 

<4 J imagine, Sir, were i 
FR faſhion for your ſex to wear 
maſks, your vanity would keep 
you a ou: 9 of * 
— replied ia very 
teſpeafully,”- © F ſhould: keep 
out of it for ever, durſt I hop 
it could find the means to 
_—_—_ but till then, it is 

ö TRY neither 
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neither worth hiding or expo- 
fing. A en e 40 
ſhould never engage with us 
country girls, we know not how 
to hold diſcourſe with you, but 
I hope you would not try to per- 

Madam, ſaid he, you 
wrong your own charms if you. 
doubt it; who can ſee, and 
hold from loving? And oh! 
forgive me, if I beg to know 
with ham I leaue a heart, al- 
ways 


Ta: LADY'S TALE,"&. 45 
ways my own; till you by open 
force have ſnatched it from me. 
ee That is hard indeed, fr; 
but to let you ſee my will was 
not any ways concerned in the 
violence you are pleaſed to men- 
tion, it moſt readily conſents to 
the return of it: I aſſure you, I 
do not deſire to have the carri- 
age of your heart, it is well fl 1 
chan care of my own.“. 

1 Oh l' etaricd the ſtran 2 ö 
ger, that you would give me 
leave to conſtrus thoſe words to 
my on advantage; but, may, pf 
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dam; you have promiſed more 
than you are able 2 bo 
you cannot give me — "a 
heart, it ſticks where it is, like 
the ſhirt of Hercules, and no 
* can tear it from you. | 
6c One would think, fir, you 
were made af:aider ernamck. 
wood, ou catch fire fo ſoonꝰ 
.£ Ah1- my dear madam, per- 
mit me to carry on your own 
metaphor a little farther, I fear [ 
hall find vou too like the flint 
; and ſteel, kicks give ben chart 
feel none. 


x 
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10 own, his ready anſwers and 
good ſenſe made me look at 
had our converſation laſted much 
longer, I ſhould have wiſhed for 
a continuance of it. His face 
indeed was faultleſs, his ſhape 1 
could be no judge of, becauſe 
he was in a night-gown, his 
hand was very white and finely 
ſhaped, on his little finger he 
had a very rich diamond ring 3 
by which and his brocade gown; 

1 gueſſed him to be a perſon of 
ſome diſtinction: but while E 


= 5. 
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was ſurveying bim, Faddle told 
me my coach was ming. 
He then, with an uncommon 
accent, begged me not to leave 
him in racking uncertainty, but 
give him ſome hopes, though 
ever ſo ſmall, that he ſhould 
ſee me again. 

1411 told him, extremes never 
laſted, and he might aſſure him- 
ſelf, he would find his cure 
where he received his ound; 
for before he could recover the 
place where be firſt faw me, 
lin 3159-46 5 „ - 


85 
* 4 
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lie” would forget he bad ever 


ſen me at all.. 5 49 #1 
Madam, ſaid he, i is 
greater cruelty to difbel ieve my 
love, than to return it with 
contempt; for pity's ſake— 
0 No more, Sir, interrupt= 
ed I, © when I can believe 1 
have charms to wound at the 
firſt fight, I will fancy all you 
have ſaid is true; till then, 
you muſt excuſe me-. 
le was going to reply, 
when the coach came u p to us, 
Vol. I Dur vil into 
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into 4 which. I . and took 
my leave. 7 On 

0 My winner, 8 was 
come herſelf to look for me, 
. was ſurpriſed to fee me with a 
man, and aſked me ſeveral queſ- 
tions about him, to which 1 
wers, though all 1 knew ; and 
what J had told the fine ſtranger, 
| happened to myſelf; for while 
I was anſwering my mother's 


queſtions, I had almoſt forgot 
: the ſubject. | 
8% My mother then. aſked 
me, 


4 


1 
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account of myſelf than I had 
walk agreed with me, and if 1 
was pretty well after it? | 
« I told her! thought | was 
after my walk juſt as I was be- 
fore it > indifferently n 
But, Pruſilla, ſaid my mo- 
for you, your father and J have 
been lau hing at it this morn- 
ing: We are to have a viſit this 
alternoon, from the ugly old 


| — and his handſem | 


4 It; D 2 | ſon; 
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995 . Mov ſent, to know if your 
father would be at home, and 

alone: ſo if one does not pleaſe 

you, perhaps the other may. 

| 4 It is not poſſible, my 
1 Leonora, to tell you how 
this news alarmed me: my 
whole frame was in a general 

diſorder; but my heart had 
by much the greateſt ſhare: It 
fluttered and leaped about ſo 
nimbly; as if it were ſeeking = 
out: new quarters ; my cheeks 
ſometimes glowed, then turned 

* 4 livid paleneſs, which. I 


would 


* 
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would fain have prevented , but 
it was not in my power; my: 
mother took notice of it, but 
could not for her ſoul tell what 
to make of it. She thought 
it was impoſſible I ſhould like 
the old man, and the young; 
one I.had never ſeen; in ſhort, 
every look was a riddle to her, 
and the more ſhe thought, the 
more ſhe was perplexed. 
| 4 40 Faddles amazement broke 
which were employed in ſtaring 


ping at meg und © b 
TIO! D 3 heve. . 
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mighty notion of witchcraft, 
certainly thought I lay under 
the power of ſome. of its be 
merical fraternity, B dtm 
We were nau gotten al- 

| moſt to aur own gates, when 
my father came up to us, and 
faid, he fuppoſed we had met 
with good diverſion, we ſtayed 
ſo long: be very ceremoniouſly. 
handed us out af the egach, and 
when we were got in the houſe,” 


Na, Druſilla, ſaid he ſmil- 


Hg * now is.the time to guard 
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your heart; for I can tell you, 
it will be put to its utmaſt 
trial before night, and all vour 
boaſted ſtrength will * little 

enough to defend. r 2 
A — 
Sir, and if I muſt encounter 
this rarity, 1 ſhall the focner 
have an opportunity of ſſiewing 
you how much I can deſpiſe 
one, whom you yourſelf allow to 
have ſo many charms: But, dear 
Sir, you do not uſe your poor 5 
daughter well, to ſuffer her o 
run into ſo much danger; eſpe- 
. . D 4 cially, 


A FR 36 br Lap 8 TAL E, Sc. 
cially, arhen you have told ber 


4 F. 


how f perior his merit and for- 
tune is to hers,—Suppoſe a wo- 
man's weakneſs, Sir, thould take 
place of her reſolution, and 1 
embed: . this uy! man nn 


you + extricate jor child 1 fem 
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me, and I do own it 
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1 lt is b morglafe to truſt a woman 


wier heart: but as I had 
aeg rey — * of 


Z | 4 
ans * "out 
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your conduct and prudence, it 
carried me a ſtep beyond my 
own diſcretion,. and made me 
conſent to let you ſee a man, 
who, in all. probability, will! 
make an impreſſion. But it 
is ſtill in my n prevent 
your fate; and and as nothing could 


touch me more nearly, than to 


„ 


ſee: you unhappy, in pity- to 48 


us both, I lay my commands 
upon you to. keepuyour charm. 
br ns F. 

„Ohl my- een . 85 


was what 1 a not * When A 5 I 


1 . | 
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I was ſo very pert; and it gave 
me a freſh cauſe of uneaſineſo: 
every! word 1 had ſpoken, like 
our greateſt ſins, brought a 
new oeccaſion for repentance. 
What a while had I been wiſh- 
ing forts! day, which no ſooner 
came, than'T blaſted it ee 
wind of a few words! 701 
Nay, Sir, added I, * 
ü you erer had a good opinion 
of my- eonduct, do not cancel 
it till I give you” cauſe: I beg 
you will let me fee this 3 young 
gentleman, if it be but for the 
4 * | novelty 
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noyelty of it: if 1 make 4 
conqueſt, your daughter is bet- 
ter provided for than vou could 
expect; and if I do not, I dare 
venture to promiſe, the ant 
pointment ſhall never hurt me.” 
Upon that condition,” ſaid 
my mamma, I dare engage your- 
father's conſent 3 but remem- 
ber, whatever we feel for vou, 
it is you yourſelf will be the 5 
greateſt ſufferer.” _ 7 FE 
ag Fear not, my dear mam | 


* pride, which does, or 


6⁰ Im VADTY's TAKE: we: 


| ſhould: reign. in every woman 8 
' . breaſt; which will certainly ſe- 
cure both you and myſelf from 
pain; - for 1 ſhould think my- 
ſelf weak indeed, ſhould 1 be- 
flow my heart upon any one, 
who had never * me an 
| www of his own.“ wt; 2 

£5 Qs: Drufilla | x e 
5 my father, if that be all your 
ſecurity, vou 1 are but : very 
_ weakly. fortified, and talk as if 
. were a ſtranger to your 
Own; arguments; either you 
eee or vo never knew, that 


ee human 


af o 
E | 7 > 
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kumas nature has the: dale at 
cendancy over wanna, | tit 
has over ie wor! cans 221, 
It is true, bel ache 
difference, womens - conſtitu- 
tions e nin collety 
_ 3 you may n 
a great many precedents of tha 
1 ſame. kind, which though it 
does not juſtify you in the 
_ fame failing, is ſtill a demon- 
{ration that the thing is poſ- 
i üble; and for that reaſon C 
e think of Fong: own words, 


* 
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and * vou out of ſoon. 
way. ne. 1275 


15 Pray, my dear- father, do 
you call the. coldneſs of our 
eonſtitution a ſmall difference? 


Jo me it ſcems the ul a e 


e has de 3 af 


— our be, as it has 


N bats Wer fence 


againſt nature, than a conſti- 


"408 =_ _ in a 4 Lge of 


bas . „Believe 
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166! Believe me, fir; I reckon 
mine my chiefeſt happineſs, but 
you have commanded me to my 
chamber, and thither, with your 
leave, T —— come n 
dle, ler us g up.” 3 T1095 

40 When I was got to my 
chamber, 1 ordered Faddle to 
dreſs me to the very beft advan- 
tage, a and was reſolved not to 
omit one jewel, "which I 
thought” conld any way add 
to my natural charms; for tho? 
my father ſeemed to threaten 

I ſhould not fee this wonder 


_— = = =_ 
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of, his, yet. J hoped his mind 


chat ſomethi 
bring us toget 
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would, change, or the old gen- 
tleman would ak: for me, or 


* ing would happen to | 
her: FA which fell 
out better than 1. expected fox 


34 * * 


we had ſpent ſo much of the 


e chat it was, 6 te be⸗ 


fore we went to pena the 


company came 


* done, and. juſt as bd: 
oo: up, old Mr, Vanzouch, 


in, and taking me by the 
hand, 


Cam - 
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hand, led me to the dining- 
room, where they were to fit : 
And here, Leonora, I cannot 

forbear telling thee what an un- 


dutiful ſlut I was, for I could 
not forbear laughing in my 
ſleeve, to think how my poor 
father was diſappointed of his 
mother ſoon followed; but firſt 

I had an opportunity of view- 
ing the young one, - whoſe eyes 

I met, and found he was as buſy 
inſpecting into my faults, as I was 
finding Out his. I own he had rhe 
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Me ie e anal Bes 1 
mean fine eyes, he had likewiſe 
good teeth, was well dreſſed, 
and very genteel ; but I had ex- 
pected ſo much, from the deſ- 
cription my father had given, 
that what I beheld REY * 
guſted m. 
And is * be th 
p fla thing that is to run away 
with my heart in ſpight of it- 
for fear of an antidote againſt 
love? Sure my father bantered 
me all this while, or elſe he 
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is one of the worft et 
beauty in the univerſe. 


To what purpoſe, again 
thought I, have I taken ſo much 
pains to'rlrefs me, anly-to ſhow 
myſelf to one I hate? I own it 
vexed me to find myſelf ſo great- 
ly difappointed, that it made me 
ee een Wh) 
gentleman's heir, I would not 
have made the purchaſe. * 
ae 80 Ade the gardens, 

which 


"—— ew OP OOO — $0 9 <—_ 
* 


| Fall: employ. among the greens. 
and flowers, which cave my new 


ſome fine things to me, which: 
muſt be acknowledged even by 
me, who could not abide him, 


* * = 4 7 — 
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which he did, and my father 


with him; While the young 
gentleman ſtayed to entertain 
my mother and I: but his com- 
pany'grew tedious and tireſome, 


which made me, her a little v * 


„ My: nde 2 herſelf 


ſpark an opportunity of ſaying: 
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Was s done with very good ad- 


dreſs, and had the ſpeeches he 


made, came from a perſon 1 
had liked, they would have 
been equally pleaſing - but 1 
was ſo prejudiced againſt him, 
that every thing he ſaid was in- 
ſipid and fulſome, but {till good 
manners obliged me to uſe him 


civilly, and I thanked him for 
all he ſaid, though I was ſure I , 


wanted merit to deſerve it.” 


4 But heark ye, Druſilla, ſaid 


| in, did this gentleman 8 


fine eſtate ſtand for nothing 
51% with 
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- difagreeable incumbrances: tho 
Ee not { much Be dif 
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with you? methinks you might 
have ſeen ten | thouſand charms 
In as many pounds a year, and 
the beauties of one miyht have 
atoned for the defects of the 
other. ? o- 28 
<< Why then,” erima 
« by the fame rule, I might 
have married the father, bad be 
wanted A wier 


* 1 % No, Lebnora, I am not 


an enemy to © good eſtate, bitt 
F would have it without ſuch 


11 Wy | | x liked | 
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liked the man, had he not been 
praiſed ; for he was neither ugly 
nor filly, only came ſhort of the 
character my father gave him, 
and that indeed was 1 * 
diſadvantage. 

He was going on exceeding, 
faſt with his amour, when the 
ald gentleman” releaſed me, by 
calling us to come and fee the 


fountains play; which I was fo - 
glad of, that when I had once | 
joined the company, I was re- 
ſolved to keep to it for fear of 
another attack. 


« Old 


2 Tur L AD V' TAE E, &c. 
+ Old Mr. Vanzouck made 
his viſit ſhorter than we expect- 
ed, becauſe his ſon, he ſaid; was 
not well, which I wondered at, 
for he looked well enough, and 1 
was ſure he had health equgh 
to be very troubleſome ; but 


when they were going away, 
the young one turned to me, 
and with a look which . 
his deſire „ faid, | 


I hope, Man if I repeat 

; my viſit, - you” wil not think 
| me impertinent as 21 

| e 
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72 Sir, © returned Il, „ 4 man 
ſt want the diſcerning faculty 
very much, who” cannot ſee 
whether he is welcome or not 5 
but this is my father's houſe, 
and to him I dare believe you 
will never be troubleſome”? - a 
This anſwer, I had reaſor 
to think gave him ſome pain, 
for his noſe gufhed out with 
blood, and helooked very pale. 
At is true, I had good nature 


enough to pity him, and gave 


kim tlie n 'of a a ſigh or 
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mid) Jou ſee, Drufilla, my 
friend Vanzouch has been 28 
good as his word to you ; he 
promiſed to bring you a huſ- 
band, how do you like him?“ 
4 ge ill, Sir,” replied I, & that 
J never liked arty body worſe 3 


you had raiſed my expectations 


to ſuch a height, that chey 
looked for nothing leis chan a 
cherubim. I know- that even 
beauty ſuffers for being praiſed, 
as we ſeldom find it anſwer ie 
own cliaracter; but this b 
N title to the graces of i. 


p > A - 
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. * - G4 | 


76 Taz LADY's TALE, Se. 
fon is ſo very bad, that 1 am a- 
mazed you ſhould ever ht he 
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was ſo much as telerable.?“ 0 
8 Pray, daughter, ſaid my 
father, who do you take, all 
this while, the WAGs 
man for? 1 i 
eee, Sir,” Gi , cc js 
there any room for gueſsing? I 
thought he had undeniably been 
the fon of Mr. Vanzouch “ 
Jou are miſtaken,” return- 
60 my father, he is his ne- 
phew, but not his ſon; "this 


young gentleman' s father mar- 
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tied the filter of old Mr. Vin 
zouch in Holland; they are 
both dead, and he has a. ed 
cltates:; > 2 38 | 
Sure, Drufilla,” faid my 
mother, your lovers make: but 


little impreſſion on your mind, 

when you forę t them ſo ſoon.” 
Forget them, madam,” re- 

Wenge I, I do not underſtand 
you; to the beſt of my know- 
ledge, I never ſaw this gentle- 
man in my life beſore, and by 
what I have ſeen now, heartily 
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© your averſion holds, though 
your memory fails you; for this 
ix the very gentleman wha 


— after you ſo at the 


laſt time we were there; 


| nd to whom you pave ſo many 


groſs affronts, one would think 
the man was fond of ill ufage 


to come any more at you, aſter 
e treatment he met with from 
uncle encouraged- him, though 


you 
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you are reſolyed, if yu cannot 
break the hearts of your lovers, 
vou will break. * neck of their 

u nber W a 
ay forgot him; for though 
the ſmall-pox, and two | years 
travel, have made a very conſi- 
 dirable alteration, I can ſtill re- 
member every feature of hig 
hace, As well. as his air and 
mien.“ 

atoff n 653 1 ch 
aa not Mr. Atkinſon, the hated, 
Bathed Atkinſon; and yet it 
do 3 muſt 
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- alt be kim, by che natural im- 
92 _ had to abhor the man. 
e F ehbught indeed he fpoke 
as if he imagined I knew him, 
which 1 took for an "inſtance of 
his forward aſſurance, though 
to do the:poor-man juſtice, he 
was always very obſequious, and 
perhaps his humility. was a fault 
| in him; for I believe we all like | 
à man of Spirit, better than 4 

cringing whining fool, who is 
generally 2 cfferainate and 
th 1548 _ l 27 
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I find, faid my N 


<. you are old acquaintance, A 


N this had been your firſt 


intervie . 1 55 
Na: Sir,“ returned , Cat 
Ga it is not; but though it 


be not the firſt, I hope it will 


be the laſt,” _ N 0 


Why fo, daughter, if you 


mill; oblige me, you muſt fee 
him again, and like him too. 


Sir, replied I, « what 1 
have hitherto been, you ſhall 
always find me, a dutiful child; 


but beg you. will let reaſon and 7 
| E z filial 
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Tur LED V THEE, wh” 
Kak pity fand n my Friends, and 


| petfitile ydu to expect no more 


from me than I am able to per- 
form: mpoſſibilities are out 
of my reach; and you may as 
well bid me exiſt without 
bieath, or retain reaſorv in mad. 
neſs, as give affection where 
chere i is none. | 

e It is true, Sir, to er hk 
_ run my own happineſs, I 
can eaſily give my hand; but 


Hearts are not at our beck, nor 

can we diſpoſe of them, how, 
- orwhenwe pleaſe, And 1 muſt 
| Lat 4 Sys own 


T TE OF 
own mine has ſo great an ayer» 
fon. for Mr, Atkinſon, that I 
could. with more pleaſure tear 
ir from its preſent. dwelling, 
an give it as it is to him.“ 
I. once thought, Drufilla, 
400 my father, you would 
have been ruled by reaſon and 
me; but I find you gro too 
like the reſt of your ungoverna- 
ble ſex, and think your. awn 
will your beſt adviſer. 
Jo be. governed by you and 
reaſon, Sir, ſaid I, „is the 
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ſince you never act without the 
aſſiſtance of the other: But, Sir; 4 
1 beg you will remember, rea- 
ſon hes very little to do with 
our paſſions, of which I take 
love and hate to be the TOP 
oft,” EP © ge, hs 5 
* And 60 ah Ster, ſince 
we are one; and reaſon has no- 
thing to do with your paſſions, 
by your own eivil argument I 
have . to do with then 
neither. 
N No, git, gad 1. cc not ſo 
fir as reaſon ouly-4 is concerned, 
Woh but 


Tan LNDY% TKL ET e. 


85 


ber nature has given you:a fas 
perior power over your.” on 
child; and if that power be 
not backed by love and an in- 
dulgent 'pity; every wretched 
child that falls into contrary 
hands, muſt expecnnothing but 
miſery, unleſs they happen to 
have the ſame taſte * an in- 
exorable father. 

1 My mother, who Was with 
us all this while, was not 
pleaſed at what 1 had faid to 

my father, and with an angry 5 
eee eee 


8 Taz BADY's TAN 


- De, chow ſtrong ſo- 
ever you may think your argu- 
m heran not aged a. 
gainſt-a ſit Opponent; and as 
| lence: would have been a proof 
of more duty; it would have. 
ſhown x more. prudenee too.. 
| © -Madam,” replied'l; « wi 

a you angry at what: I have 
fad? Fram ſorry any diſpute 
mould aride, to give either. my 


fuer or you the leaſt uncaſi- 


1 but intreat you both to 
ne 1 conſider, 
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eonſfider; that where the whole 
welfare of our lives are concern- 
ed, it is pretty hard to be 
blent. Can chat Parenteloe 
worldly i its own 
eaprice ? Beſide, 3 can be 
more ſolemn than the charge 
given us in tlie marriage cere- 
| moeny; where we are command 
ed in the preſence of. heaven to 
declare we have no impediment, 
and can there be a greater re- 
pugnance, than to give "_ | 
to a 1 hate? | 

n 91 


1 * Tom LADLCTARE,: 
13 801 find,” bad my father, 
* (rurning, the. whole. diſpute into 
| U aj little pleaſantry) Druſilla will 
* not be to learn her leſſon when 
the is married. She has, I find, 
read matrimony over; hut do 
not be fo, alarmed, I ſhall al- 
ways have too tender a regard 
for.. your. bappineſs, than to 
force your inclinations; and Will 
not fear but prudence will „ 
gulate your actions, and put 
you upon conſulting your owe | 
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Bo I hope ſo too, Sir 5 Sir, faid Ly 
« and do here is in men 
miſe, J will never diſpoſe of 
myſelf While you and my dear 
mother live, without your aps 
probation and conſent; for 1 
can with much more pleaſure 


refuſe the man L love, _ 
accept of the man T loatt 
This anſwer ſo highly pla 
ed my parents, it ſet all right 
again, and our warm oonteſt | 
was at an end. . inne 
ech then went to my own as 
partment, as well to think off 


721 1 what 
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what had ſo lately happened, 
as to confider how I fhould get 
rauch, which at that juriQure 
was the very work of life E moſt 
withed to accompliſh. r. 

eg 1 bod fat 0 . 


1 2888 a extremely furpricd: - aty) 


ban * 
25 
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fine ſtranger we met with in the 
fields fince you left bim; 1 
waited once on a colonels lady 
in Flanders, where 1 had an 
opportunity of ſeeing a whole 
army ſometimes, and may T 
lead apes in hell if ever Ia 
any thing like him; his eyes 
were infinitely more beilliant 
than the diamond on his finger 
his forchead, noſe, mouth; 
complexion and teeth, {6 fine, 
. ow I have not- words. 
baadt Q: e 48 vows 


| Sit | | never 


A — 2 
— . —  — 
” 


bare with him, Iwill be bound 
5 to Ire upon chalk and oatmea} 
£ till I look like a green-cheeſe, 
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| never. was any thing, to com- 


pare with 1 unleſs the fellow 
of it? Then he looked ſo ten- 


5 derly „ ſpoke fo gracefully, and 
1 Well, my maſter may 2 


what he pleaſes of yon hedge- 
hog” s fon, but if he be to com: 


Ohl madam, what would; 1 


Jie to be a ſine young lady 
| | with. a Gwinging fortune for -his 
ſake ] he ſhould never aſk twice, 


5 my honour ſhould he tot, ] 
90 75 would 
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would even give him my hand, 
and ſtrike up a " "af 
once.” 

e Your tranſport, Faddle, 
aid I, “ runs very high, 1 
would have you take care of 

your ſenſes,” though you have 
enou gh to wiſh well for your- 
ſelf, and to ſee the perſecions 
of others; for I confeſs you x 
have only done common Juſtice N 
to the gentleman you have de- 
ſcribed: But prithee girl, don't. 
fall in; love, for fear it . 
F a deſperate diſcaſe.” + 
n 0 No, on” | 


u Tus LAPY?s PALE, Ber 
No, madam," ſaid Faddle, 
x that would be to loſe my 
ſenſes indeed, I know a better 
way of matching his perfec- 
yons than that comes to. 
1 ee Faddle, you ſaid juſt 
ce not be watch 
ed.” 1 7 | 
. OWN Bd 
Adam, ner are there many among 
ens that can do it; and yet 1 
fend, to fad out ene that 


= would fit like a tally.” 
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*. Well, go down, Faddle, 
. ſlecpy; * 
want you, I will ring.“ 0 
When ſhe was gone, * 
ſtranger came again into my 
bead, and { confeſs I ran over 
his whole form with fome plea- 
ſure, till at laſt I fell afleep in 
deſigned it for an excuſe to get 
rid of Faddle: and whether her 
talk, or my on thoughtsy © 
brought him to my dream 
know not; but 1: imagined I 
* ue in a ger, and fans 
N | Cie 


— 


F ks 
wg 
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cid he gave me a paper ſealed, 
and told me his name was Van- 
zouch; _—_ I was ſtriving to 
open it, I awoke and bed 
Vanzouch. 
As: PO as my e 
perfectly returned, I began to 
think again of this man: And 
4 why, Iaid I to myſelf, may not 
wis very) man I met be the on 
F old Vainzouch? His perſon 
uſsrers directly to my father's 
baracter, and it ſeems they 
= ie about the very place 
= * 1 met him; his name 
0 Ab too 
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too may be Vanzouch, for any ? 
thing I know, and he may at 
laſt prove the very man I have 
ſo much wiſhed to ſee. 
Ch! how I indulged that 
thought, and with how much 
pleaſure did I feaſt my mind on 
a ſubject that gave me ſuch 
content! While I was full of 
thoſe half- hoping, balf- deſpair- 
ing thoughts, my mother came 
to me, and ſaid, ſhe believed 
ſupper was ready; we had ſome 
more talk of Atkinſon, and he 
ſeemed very much concerned 
LL FF that 


; * 


| 48 Tre LADY's'TALE, tc, 

that I had ſuch an averſion to 
him; told me what a ſatisfac- 
tion it would: be to my father 
and her, if I could but bring 
— to bearken to * * 
I had ſo le b. 15 W 
in ſuch a terrible diſpute a- 
bout him, and had ſome pri- 
vate hopes that ſomething would 
oon happen to pleaſe me, that 
I Was reſolved to play the hy- 
pocrite a little, and told my 


bo” ne: I * not like him; but 
e . I knew 


mother, I was as ſorry as "the | 


DE 


Taz LADY's TALE, S uh 


I knew not what time might do. 
I did aſſure her, if it were ever 
in my power, I would make 
her happy in ne my- 
ſelf to her inclination. But, 
madam, continued I 8 ſor 
great an averſion as mine is at 
preſent, cannot be worn off on 
a ſudden; I therefore beg a lit- 
tle time, and I'll try t Jean 
do. eg 
She, poor ds was > is rap: 
tures at my anſwer, kiſſed me, 
and took me to her boſom, and 
E- &-i->-- ale 
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| ſaid, my condeſcenſion ſhould 


not go unrewarded. 
When we were at ſu pp er, my 


dear father, willing to let me 


ſee he had forgot all that was 
paſſed, began to rally me about 
my. dreſs ; ; faid, it was pity ſo 


much pains ſhould be loſt on an 


old lover, and one who had ſwal- 
lowed one bait already, and had 


; gorged, *t till he was almoſt ſuf- 


focated. 
<P l me, Druſilla, ſaid 


he, would you have dreſſed, 


had; you known your viſiter ?” 


] find, 


Tur LADY's TALE, &c. Or 


I find, Sir,” faid I, & y 
have ſound me out „and e 
fore I own I would not; for I 
think it a double cruelty, to 
deſpiſe a man, and ſtrive to en- 
tangle him more. Dreſs was 
deſigned for ornament, and or- 
nament for an addition to na- 
ture; but I ſhould think my- 
ſelf very weak to diſplay either, 
where I was fure the man would 
prove my averſion.” 

Some other talk of this kind 
ended the evening, ande before 
I left my chamber i in the morn- 
ma... 2 ing, 


on © Wh 
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ing, Faddle came to bring me a 


| Jetter, which I was in no great 
haſte to open, becauſe I imagi- 
ed it came from a hand which 


could not greatly recommend it. 


However, I read as follows: 


ay ere 


4 T hough your parting 
PTY were cold enough to 


freeze a man to death, and 
though I fow your diſdain in 


your eyes, ; and perſuaded my 
ſelf to love no more, y el) your 


eee 


ET S8 * ſolves; 


ſolves; and in ſpite of all I 
can do, am forced to beg relief 
from one whom I fear will ne- 
ver grant it. Vet give me leave, 
my long adored Druſilla, to fee 
vou once more, that I may die 
at your feet,; ſince that I believe 
is the only fate reſerved for the 
wretched Ie brick 
Jos. ATEINSON. 
Before T had well done read- 
ing it Leonora, my mother 
came to me, who gueſſed as well 
as. | did whom it came from 
3 F 4 ani 


— 


and deſired to fee it; which, 
when ſhe had read, the aſked 


me, in a commanding manner, 


and could give it, but I hope 
: you do not think, every whi- 


If 2522 | that 
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which was very unuſual ; Pray, 


what anſwer do f you 1ntend to 
fend? | 

* My dear mother, be not 
oſfended, I am not Nu to 


ſend any. | 
No! anger, have 70u. 
no pity in you?! 3 0 


e Yes, madam, I bars pity, 


ning love. letter deſerves it; at 
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that rate, I might bare 5 
melted into a jelly of pity by 
this time; but ſince it is eaſier 
to pity than relieve, I do. not 
care if, to pleaſe you, my dear : 
mamma, I fay, I do pity him; 
and as to the anſwer, L beg you 
will. pleaſe yourſelf, and ſend 
what you think proper.“ FRY: | 
While my mother was gone 
to the meſſenger, I fat. fuming 
in my chamber, to think how 
near I was to another perſecu- 
tion, for I. well knew ſhe would 
encourage him to come again: 


T 8. therefore, | 
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therefore; I was reſolved to ſee 
him in a ſtudied diſhabille, and 
under pretence of a ſlight indif- 
poſition, 1 went down to din- 
ner in ſuch a dreſs, though that 
ſpiteful action brought me as 
much repentance as any wu I 
ever did in my life. 
As ſoon as we had dined, 1 

left the room, and full of anger 
at the thoughts of what 1 
Was in expectation of, I went 

into che garden; where, aſter a 

turn or two, I faw my father 
coming with Mr. Atkinſon, and 
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the young pa" had be- 
fore ſcen in the ſields. 6:1 
How {hall I, my a in 
nora, deſcribe my confuſion, 
when I conſidered myſelf quite 
undreſſed ? The vexation of 
that, and the ſudden - ſurprize 
of ſeeing the ſtranger, whom 1 
did not in the leaſt expect, raiſed 
a perfect tumult in my breaſt, 
and I ſtood fixed till they came 
to me, and even then was 
tongue-tied, ſo. much was 1 
out of countenance to be catch- 
ed in ſuch diſorder. 
F 6 How 
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However, P was in great 


hopes the ſtranger would not 


know me again, having never 
ſeen me but once, and then at 


a diſtance; for which reafon, H 


was refolved to be very civil to 


Atkinſon, and take no notice of 
the other. But 'T was greatly 
deceived when K thought he 
would not know me, for he 
was as much ſurprized as my- 
ſels and ſtood ſome time look- 


* full at me; but my mo- 


der 8 —N en, us out 


p * 2 19 * * 2 0 1 { 
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8 
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of our reverie, and we all _ 
ed about to meet her. 
The ſtranger kept behigg 
1 me, and told me, in a low 
voice, what obligations he laid 
under to kind fortune, who had 
over-paid all his: late ſufferings, 
by bringing him ſo accidentally 35 


into the company of the only 


5 perſon upon earth who had 


power to make him happy 
I was too well pleaſed with _ - 
what he ſaid, to be uninoved-at be: mW 
it; but with a guilty; bluſhy 

| which plainly ſhewed : my. 2 i 
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norance was affected, anſwered 


for. 


. 1 
# 
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him I knew not what he meant. 
He ſaid, he! hoped: he ſhould 
find an opportunity of explain- 
ing himſelf before we parted. 
Atkinſon looked behind him, 
and hoped his friend was em- 
xe very thing he brought him 


"* Wo 


By this time my mother and 
we met, when my father turn- 


ing, took the ſtranger by the 
hand, ſaying, Sir, this is my 
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ſe; and my love, ſaid he 
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to my mother, this is the ſon of 
my friend Vanzouch. NI 
Theſe words were no ſooner: 
out of my father's mouth, than 
they ran thrilling to my heart, 
and met with a medley of joy, 
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hope, deſpair, and I know not 
what; yet did I govern my paſ- 
ſion, and manage it ſo artfully, 
that none could perceive the 
leaſt alteration in me, though 
my father watched my looks, 
and fo did likewiſe my mother. 
I muſt own, it was a maſter- 
piece, and I never got the bet- 
1 4100 <a" mo 
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ter of myſelf ſo dextron rh be- 


fore. of 


Complimen ts paid and re- 
eeived on both ſides, I ſaw At- 
kinſon, who was afraid of lo- 
ſing time, make a kind of a 
ſign to the ſtranger, whom 1 


now knew, from what my fa- 
zouch; when he fingled me 
out, and led me. to a walk ſe- 
parate from the reſt of the com- 
. pany. | us 5 | = £ | 
| . and e agitation than * 


fore; 
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fore; for J gueſſed the truth, 
when I fancied Atkinſon had 


employed him in his affair, and 


inſtead of himſelf would have 


interceded for him: but till I 


remembered the laſt words of 
the ſtranger, and hoped when 
he found he could not prevail 
for one, he would try what 
could be done for the other. 
I had often heard that ſi- 


lence in love is a very oreat proof 


olf its violence; and that of Van- 
Zouch continued ſo very long, 


; that I began to fancy he had 
forgot 
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forgot the leſſon Atkinſon had 
taught him; or, which was in- 
finitely more pleaſing, that he 
was ſtudying one of his own. | . 
In ſhort, both our mouths | 
were ſtopped during the length 
of a long walk, at the end. of 
which was a very pleaſant ſfum- 
mer-houſe, where we went and 
fat down; . nn Mr. Vanzouch 
thus began - no bed 4 
S8o long e madam, 
where a man has ſo fine a ſub- 
ject to diſcourſe upon, muſt be 
a certain ſign of a breaſt filled. 
e 5 | with: 
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with perturbation and diſtreſs : 
I own I have undertaken Aa 
work, which, by all the laws 
of honour and friendſhip, I 
think myſelf obliged to the ut- 
moſt of my power to go through 
with; but oh! while I am 
pleading for my friend, I am 
undoing. myſelf, and our Nate 
is ſo perfectly wretched, that if 
either riſes in your favour, the 
other muſt inevitably periſh : 
So unhappily, oh! ſo unhappi- 
ly are we both taken in _ the 
fame entanglement.” : 
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If my favour, Sir, is like- 
ly to be ſo very deſtructive to 
one, I ſhall take much care how 
I beſtow it on the other. For 
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| your part, Sir, you are too 
5 young an acquaintance to be in 
a any danger; and for your friend, 
= you muſt be pleaſed to explain 
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yourſelf a little farther, before I 
can give an anſwer on a ſubject 
* * ſuch importance. 


Then, madam, to be 15. 
15 cere, my friend, for he is ſuch 
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to the very extent and meaning 
of the word; Mr. Atkinſon, the 
R * 7146 happy 
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happy Atkinſon, has prevailed 
with me (chough perhaps he 
wants not one) to be his advo- 
cate. I own my ignorance in 
the affair, was as great as my 


deſire to do him good; for I 


little knew, I was going to beg 5 


that for another, which I lan- 
guiſh and die for myſelf: but 
my word is pledged for my per- 
formance, and now what fol- 
lows, is in behalf of him.“ 
AI confeſs, Sir, your friend 
Mr. Atkinſon was both in the 
right and the wrong when he 
employed 
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employed you: he doubtleſs 
knew he had a much better ora- 
tor to tell his tale, than he can 
any way pretend to be himſelf, 
and durſt not truſt his own elo · 
quence, ſo far he was in the 
right: but the very next ſtep 
ſhews his weakneſs, when he 
ſeems not to conſider the diſad- 
vantage of ſending a man to. 
promote his amour, who is ſo 
much his ſuperior in | every 
thing.” 
- Thoſe-words, Leonora, were 
no ſooner ſpoken, than repent- 
by? ed 
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ed of, for I thought them a 
great deal too plain, and there 


fore to bring myſelf off, went 
on thus. 

% Though, Sir, we may ſee 
perfections in a ſecond perſon, 
without being fond of them, 
we are ſometimes apt to deſpiſe 
the principal for the want 5 
thoſe perfections. ict, 
I own Mr. Atkinſon is a man 
of ſome merit, and has both my 
father and mother greatly in his 
intereſt ; but for my own part, 
I muſt know him better before 
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J encourage him, ſince I have of- 
ten obſerved, precipitate marria- 
ges are unhappy, for want of a 
thorough inſpection into each o- 
ther's temper; for while people 
are. young and in love, they have 
No room. to ſhew ill nature; but 
a few years over, and the affairs 
of life obtruding i in, then it is that 
humours diſplay themſelves, and 
. the unhappy pair have little o- 
ther muſic than altercation and 
: diſcord.” D 
* Madam, c gad the com- 
* plaſane Vanzouch,” '-& you 
ſhoot 
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| ſhoot with bearded arrows, and 


wound paſt hope of cure; ſuch 


good ſenſe and ſo much pru- 


dence, joined to your outward 


form, muſt needs be irreſiſtible 
to all but the deaf and blind: 
poor Atkinſon may well love; 
but, alas Vanzouch may fell 


deſpair.” 


I could have told him ano- 


ther tale, if I had pleaſed, but 


1 found he was pretty ſafe, and 
reſolved t to let him live in, what 


he was a ſtranger to in every 
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th4ng elle, ignorance ; and pro- 
poſed going to the company. 
He grew pale at what I ſaid, 
and thought, as he told me af- 
terwards, I could no longer ſtay 
from Atkinſon ; but if. I was 
not in haſte to go to him, he 
was ſo to come to me; for be- 


fore Vanzouch could ſay any 
more, we ſaw Mr. Atk inſon com- 
ing towards us. Vanzouch got | 
up firſt, and ſaid, I am too 
ſenſible, madam, of the injury 
15 have done my thrice happy | 
Send, in robbing him of your 


company . 
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company ſo long, let us walk 
faſt and meet him, that we may 
redeem as much of wu! loſt. 
time as we can.” 


re 
Vanzouch grown jealous, that 
I walked a good round pace to 


improve it: we no ſooner 'met, 


than he, with ſeeming reluc-: 


fon, faying, Here, happy 


friend, take that hand won * 


you alone deſerve.”  - 


'Theſe words confounded: 


poor Atkinſon, which T faw by 


G 2 his 
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his looks, and he was ſtrange- | 
lhrata- loſs how to take them: 
| however, 7 he made no ſcruple of 
the hand that he willingly em- 
eee ee 
proached me with that awe, ſo 
natural to a deſpairing lover, he 
ſaid, Hov happy, madam 5 has 
my friend been all this while, 
have I loſt, by employing an a- 
| re my grand concern! 
Sir, ſaid I, remember you 
ſhould learn of the fox, who al- 
* bf the beſt meſ-· 


ſenger; 3 
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| ſenger 3 - but you may venture-to 
believe me, when I fay * are 
no loſer by yours.” f 
At that word I ſnatch gs my 
hand from him, and: turned to 
look for Vanzouch, whoſe qu iet 
J had more than a common 
concern for, and faw him walk 
ing back to the ſummer-houſe 
where we had been ſitting: 1 
was reſolved I would not loſe 
his company quite, and there- 
fore called to tell him his father 
was coming, who 1 faw. with 
mine at the ſide of the canal. fi I 
” Jenks G 3 He NE 1 
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He turned at ny call ö and came 
towards us, but I left them 


both, and went to the reſt; they 


followed, and we all joined 


company: after which, we had 
no other diſcourſe e * 

| concerned the public. wy 
Atkinſon” talked more, and 120 


F 7 


better than 1 had ever heard 


him before; ſo much did a lit- 
tle groundleſs hope raiſe his ſpi- 
6 Tits: but poor Vanzouch Was 
dumb as a ſtatue, aid not one 


word with his tongue, thou gh 
; "hw eyes wete full of tender lan- 
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guage, which mine would fain 
have anſwered, had I not by 
force reſtrained them, and 
would not ſuffer them to caſt a 
look that way; which pleaſed 
the man J much deſpiſed, and 
mortified him I began to love. 

. His father came to him, and 
aſked him why he was fo filent; 
he ſaid, he was not well : which 
anſwer diſturbed the old gentle- 
man, 5 and made him ſhorten 
his viſit, and they all went away 
together; but as they were go- 
ing, whether by accident or de- 
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fign I knew not, the ſon drop- 
ped His handkerchief, which af- 


w ter the other two were got into 


the coach, he came back for, 


and took it up juſt at my foot. 


Madam, faid he, Fa told 
you ia the garden, my buſineſs 


here, was to ſpeak for my friend, 


but without you are pleaſed to 


ſend ſome better encourage- — 
5 ment, I ſhall have but a poor 


account to m him of my. ne- 


gociation. 5 


This, I knew, he 4d to ſift 


ke inclination, , and was reſolv- 
„„ 
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ed to raiſe his jealouſy a little 
higher . in order to which, 1 
bid him tell Mr. . Atkinſon, I 
thought him ſo very much im- 
proved in his common conver- 
ſation, that I fancied next time 
he made love, he might ven⸗ 
ture to tell his own ſtory, How- 
ever, Sir, pray adviſe him from 
me, to ſend you no more of his 
errands, | 
This he knew not what to 
make of, but with a languiſh- 
ing. look and formal bow, he 
took his leave. They were no 
£5." "NJ ſooner 
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ſooner gone than my father be- 


gan again to be merry about my 


dreſs, and pleaſed himſelf might- 


ily to ſee how I was difappoint- 
Whos how al bi e 
158 Fortune, added he, 4 his 
0 really dealt very unkindly with 


you, to ſuffer you to entertain 


the young gentleman in a diſha- 


bille; well, but by the way, 
dau ghter, how do mow" "ne 
Skin? : 

« F'own, Sir,” WI I, with 
anne coolneſs, „ he is gen- 
tel, but I do affure you, Fad- 

2 dle 
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dle need not ſecure my garters, 
for J ſhall neyer grow deſperate 
_ _ ito 
aid my th 1 
aeg you have more ſenſe than 
to give away your heart, till you 
know upon what terms: but 
what ground has Mr. Atkinſon 
gained ? does he ſtand any fairer 
in your eſteem than he did yeſ- 
terday? 

No, truly madam,” replied 
L © it is, not very likely he 
ſhould, I do not ſee how he can 
expect to improve any body's 


G 6 opinion 
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opinion of him, while he is ſuch 
a fcol to carry his friend about 
with him : other people chu ſe 
to pick up ſomebody lefs agree- 


able than themſelves to paſs for 
a foil; but he, a wiſe-acre, 


came to be one himſelf.” 

My mother ſhook her head, 
and left us to go and give order. 
for ſupper; while I went up to 
my chamber to think of- poor 
V anzouch, whom I had ſent 
away in fuch- doleful dumps : 
but Faddle, the jade, came to 
me very big with her perquiſites, 
+ and 
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ind faid; ſhe, had got een 
both hands. 

And pray, Faddle, who has 
given you moſt? for by that 1 
ſhall know who you will plead | 
for with the greateſt ardour.” 

© Nay, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
Mr. Atkinſon was moſt gener- 
ous, but 1 ſhould be a fool if I 
ſpoke for him, for two reaſons ; 
one is, becauſe I like the other 
better; and the next is, I am 
ſure you do too: and what 


ſignifies ſpeaking againſt one's 
conſcience, when it will do the 
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poor gentleman no good? Oh 
yon Mr. Vanzouch is a fine 
young gentleman, for as I ſtood 
at a window when you were 
in the garden, he did fo _ ople, 


and ſo leer, and ſo ſtare — well, 


I. hope to goodnels, he is in 
love with you, madam, and then 
I'faith you will be even with 
my maſter.” 

e think the wench is mad,” 
faid I; „thy gold has ſet thee 
a chattering like a provoked 
monkey, I cannot digeſt my 


own thoughts for thy noiſe.” 
32 Oh 
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O, madam,” aid the pert 
gipſy, if you have: forgot 


what Jou were thinking of, I 
dare ſay I can tell you; but 
hark | I hear a ſad buſtle below 
in the hall, I will run and fee 
what is the matter. 

As ſhe was going down, ſhe 
met one of the footmen on the 
ſtairs, coming to call me to my 
mother, who was taken ſud- 
denly ill. I ran down with the 
utmoſt precipitation, and found 


her in a ſtrong convulſion in my 
father's arms; we ſent away 
"EN with 
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ih all ſpeed for a phyſician, _ 
| and got her to her chamber and 


| bed. 


T he dodtor came, ad found 


her very weak, inſomuch, that 


we had no cauſe to expect her 


"recovery. 1 ſat up with her all 


night, and in every interval from 


pain, ſhe repeated thoſe kind 


1 good admonitions, which were 
always part of her converſation 


when we were alone. Druſilla, 


ſaid ſhe, © that grand oppoſite 
to life ſtands ready to part us; 


| ad it is my greateſt earthly 


comfort, 


Tax LADY's TALE, &c, 1 
comfort, that I leave you in the 
hands of ſo good a father: next 
to heaven, ſhew your obedience 
to him ; let virtue ſtamp your 

actions, and prudence coin your 
words; and if you would ſhew 
a tenderneſs for my memory, do 


it by a daily remembrance and 
practice of the counſel I aways 
gave you. 

My tears were the beſt repre- 
ſentatives of my wounded heart, 
which wept blood for the ago- 
| nies of ſo dear, ſo tender a pa- 


tent. I begged ſhe would be- 5 
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ways be to follow her rules, and 


that nothing ſhould make me 


deviate from them. 


My weeping father, ow 


ab reſt no where, came from 
bis bed to fee how ſhe did, 
Which wWas a very timely viſits 
| forts had no ſooner fat down 
8 by her, and enquired after ber 


health, than ſhe catched his 


hand, gave it a dying gripe, and 
ſeized with another fit, _— 


in his arms! 
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ert was one parent irreco- 
verably gone, and the other, I 
feared, making all the hafte he 
could after her, for he fell into 
a cold ſweat, and * fainted 


away. 
1 leave you, my Leben; to 
* what a miſerable plight 1 


was in: I was forced: to Teave 
ferrowing for my dear mother, 


better of him ſo far, that for 


ſome days he would not ſuffer | 
me to ſpeak to him, nor any 


in order to comfort a diſtracted * 
father, whoſe grief had got the 
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body elſe to come near him; 
but conquering time, though 
he could never wholly. remove, 
began to mitigate his grief. And 
after the funeral was over, and 
things a little ſettled; Faddle 
. 
a letter for me, which had been 
in the houſe ſome days, but ſee- 


ing me in ſuch trouble, ſhe had 

laid it in my dreſſing- room, * | 
forgot it till then. 
lt is no matter, ſaid I, 
44 you may lay it there again if 
you will, for I am not diſpoſed 


for 
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for impertinence, ſuppoſing it 


came from Atkinſon. She did 
as 1 bade her, and there it lay til! 
next morning; and as I was 


my eye towards the ſaſh, and 
aw it lie; but ſoon. perceived it 
was not his hand: which exci- 
ted my curioſity, and taking it 
up, I found it from a much 
greater favourite, in the e 
ine r 
eee ieee l 
9 « fila, ben a man has no 
6 * of pity, is an inſtance 


O. cc of 


going to dreſs my head, I caſt 
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cc of he's greateſt weakneſs ; but 
« who | can bear the miſery 
. of the mind, without con- 
cc amal ſighs? or to whom 
oil e apply for cure, 


ec hut to thoſe who have it in 


et their power to give it; 
A whining lover is ſuch a 
« deſpicable. animal,” that L 
<« ſhould bluſh to tell myſelf, -I 
as one of that number, did 
ce not the object of my wiſhes 


«excuſe the failing; but to ſce 
« and: hear you without the 
| «<-oreateſt emotion, is confeſ- 
. cc “ ſing 
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oy ing an inſenſibility, 80 
„ly more contemptible. 2 

« I pity poor Atkinſon, be: 
©« cauſe I know your power, but 
<« he, alas! gives ground, and 
«has dropped thoſe hopes 
« which I would fain have ta. 
ken up, but found them not 
6 worth ſtooping for, being ſo 
« yery weak, it is no wonder 
<< they expired: then fince he 


c has refigned, what injury can 
<« I'do him, if I offer a heart 
«© wholly yours? The leaſt line 
« of encouragement ſrom your 


Val « dear 


: 
—— 


74 Tor LADY's TALE, &c. 


"7s dear hand, will give the high- 


. ©eſt content to your diſconſo- 
2 late Ag 4 ras 
Haxar Vavz onen. | 


| When I had read this better ? 


| UT 4 had all the uneaſineſs in the 
| os world upon my ſpirits : IJ con- 


ſidered him, as one, whoſe per- 
ſon, ſenſe, and fortune, might 


have commanded almoſt any 
woman in the nation, and con- 


ſequen ay not to be uſed, either 
with contempt or ill- manners; 


and to keep his letter ſo long in 


my 


Tur LADY's TALE, &c. 15 
my hands without taking no- 
tice of it, was both in a high 
degree. He, on the other hand, | 
reſolved, whatever he felt, to 
write no more; but all my 
hopes were, that when he heard 
of my mother's death, he would 
impute my ſilence to that 
cauſe : however, I took my pen, 


and thus excuſed myſelf, 


e If T have made a breach in 
«that good manners, which 
ce ought to be ſhown by every 


«body to a man of your me- 
Vor. J. H 4 "00 Tit, 


\ 
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*/xit, 1 beg you will think, it 
cc the effect of * late diſtrac- 
ce tion, which hindered me from 
& opening your letter till this 
< day. A perſon of ſo much 
7 — » as young Mr. Van- 


4e come every e 5 * I 
« hope it will be no violation 


=” « to. decency, ul lay you. 
ce ſhall find a kind FI 
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ſpeak my mind, I think it was 
x violation to modeſty, - to bid a 
lover come arid welcome, whom 
you had never ſeen Me 
or twice. þ - 

« Pho, returned I, the worſt 
you can make of it, is, that I 
was a little too forward; but 1 


liked the man and his circum- 


ſtances; I did not know how 


ſoon his father might force him 


away, and was reſolved a little 
part us for ever.” I now ſealed 


n Locke wie, gare it to a 
ieee H 2 | ſervant, 


1 ** 
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| Aervant, and bade him deliver it 
Vith care and ſecrecy, as direct- 
ed: but as he was going, he 
met old Mr. Vanzouch and his 
ſon coming to ſee, and take 
their leave of my father, who 
5 had never been out of his cham- 
ber ſince my mother died. 
F- When the ſervant had deli- 
vered x my ſetter into the hand of 
the young gentleman. ; he 5 
: turned back immediate] y to a0 


1 quaint me they were comin g | 

As my father had yet ſeen no 
, nor bad the leaſt in- 
17 clination 
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* 
9 


dination to ſee any, 10 went to 
inform him of the intended vi- 
ſit; 3 but, Mr. Vanzouch being 


an old friend, and one he high- 


| 73 eſteemed, he ordered me, 


when they came, to wait on 


them up ſtairs to him; the ſon 


5 deſired to ſtay below till the 


melancholy. ſeene was over * be- 


twixt che bag old gentlemen; 1 


I then conducted the elder to 
my father, and returned to the 


other, who | 1 ſoon found, was 


reſolved to loſe no time, now he 


had 10 fair an opportunity. 
2 b, 


reren 
— * — 1331 L s 


- F N f pu 
. 1 & 2 0 1 - _ : 
SS IM Fon A... 25, 57 - a - . * XK. EF IgE = 
8 — — — F ccc 


*%, 


EY 


* Tas LADY's TALE c. 


„1 have, madam! ſaid he, 
een out my letter a very 
© conſiderable favour of yours to 
© acknowledge z but it was fo 
6 long before it came, that my 
impatience grew deſperate, 
Land your ſilence was ſo afflie- 

tive to me, that I urged my 

e father's inclinations forward of 

going to Holland, to which 
place we are preparing to go 
in two days; but Druſilla, 
«deareſt Druſilla, if you en- 
©:courage" my ſtay, I hall yet 
* find _ retard a journey 


„„ which 
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© which nothing but the fear of 
your unkindneſs * me 
1 haſten. Ra Aren | 

Sir, replied „ £ wi are 
now to believe me a perſon un- 
der ſo grand a concern for my 
unſpeakable loſs, in my dear 
mother, that I am not qualified 
for ſuch converſation as you 
might expect to be entertained 
with; beſides, I know not well 
what: you mean by encourage- 
ment; I fear that paper in yaur 
hand has given you. more than I 
can anſwer to diſcretion; but it 


4 ©: 
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was written without thought, and 
ſure vou would not have me 


tay I love you at the ſecond or 
third interview.” 

No, madam,” returned ts 
« that would be to kill me with 
too much joy; = but you hate 
he « Hate you, „ Sir, ahi L 
« «© your opinion of yourſelf is very 
humble, if you ſuppoſe any 
body can hate you; but I have 


been taught ſuch a different way 


1 behaviour to my fellow-crea- 
tures, 


* 
— 
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tures, that I can without a bluſh 
tell you, I do not hate.” 

© Not to hate, ſaid he, 
the firſt ſtep to love; I * 
trod the whole path ſince knew 


you, and am now at the end of 


my journey, though my tongue 
has not yet repreſented half its 
part, for I have ten thouſand 
things to fay, would time lend 
a helping hand: I know, ma- 
dam, where there is much to 
ſpare, a great deal of ceremony 
is generally expected; but as it 
is, unleſs you break through 
ö 1 your _ 


* 
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your 61 own wiſe rules, of belng 
long acquainted before you 


| marry, we ſhall never be happy 
together, for my father will be, 
I know, for hurrying me away, 
and then, Drufilla, we are part- 
ed for ever. You have too 
many charms, to want millions 

of perſuaſions to marry, and be- 
fore T can have an opportunity 


of coming to you again, , ſome 


hap py man ſteps into my place, 
' ind robs me of all I ever did, or 
* — — : 
Not, Sir, if ] ſhould ever 
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give von m7 promiſe to the con- 
trary. ? 
We” Abl.x my; „Dsl, return 
a he, a woman is naturally 
weak, and to keep a promiſe 
requires a ſteady, ſtrong reſo, 
lution. When an agrecable man, 
ſurrounded with fortune, and: 
other pleaſing qualities, comes 
to lay himſelf at your feet, and 
addxeſs you with powerful rheto- 
rick you will ſoon forget you ever 
 Poprpiſe me,. and ſo I am. loſt 
in the midſt of my own ſecu- 


— 


H 6 — 
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1 think, Sir, retorted I, 


you are pretty ſafe for alien 
| becauſe you do not ſeem to have 
any ſecurity at all: your ſex is 


fo very civil to ours, that the 
only things. you allow us per- 
ſect i in, is levity, vanity, dreſs, 
and now and then a little beau 
ty ; but to let you ſee how in- 
duſtrious am to ſecure you 
from broken vows, J will never 
make you any, and then you 
will be ſure that I at leaſt ſhall 
never deceive you; be aſſured, 
F there are none more cautious of 


; By Ss # - i g — 


Taz LADY TALE; e. 1 


making promiſes than 1 am, but 
when I have made them, I have 
a ſoul very nth of en 
them. 


© Madam, 1 pray be compo- 
£4, you ſeem to be difturbed 
that I have ſuſpected you could 
be guilty of a weakneſs you 
are. not caapable of; but 1 
intreat you to conſider, it 
was the dreadful apprehenſions 
of. my on eternal uneaſineſs 
Which has been the cauſe. Oh! 
Drufilla, I cannot live without 


. and therefore beg you will | 


"IRS: * pardon 
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certainly ſhould be pardoned, 
where we are convinced the love 
is real; but I have known ſome 
men of your age and gallantry, 
ho have kept one ſpeech like 
a ſtanding diſh, to be ſerved up 
to every female they converle 
with. Now, how ſhall I be 
certain, from ſo flender an ac- 7 
_ quaintance, that you are not ona 
of. thaſe ? e423 ls; Has 
£38453 c There 
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„There is one fafe and in- 
 fallible way, Madam, to be 
convinced; which is, to give 
me leave to provide a licence 
and a miniſter againſt to-mor- 
row morning; and then we will 


put it out of our own power, in 


that particular inftance, to 6 
ceive each other,” 
e That, Sir, 1s a ſure way 
indeed; but remember, Mr. 
Vanzouch, you have a father to 
pleaſe as well as I have, and un- 
til you have his conſent I never 
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muſt call you mine. I will nor 
UL: | lay, 
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; fix, you [have no attractives to 
draw a weak woman's heart, _ 
that! ſtate for life is what we all 
wiſh may be an uninterrupted: 
one, which it cannot be while 
we have a father's frown ; diſſi- 
pate that cloud, that obſtacle, | 
and then perhaps you may 
meet with no kind of diffi- 
culty.” EEE: eee 
While we were thus employ- 
ed, both in entertaining and tor- 
menting each other, the old 
; gentleman above did not know. 
| what — be tranſacting be- 


low, 


94 


k | A 
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low, and therefore ſhortened 
his viſit, by his making an apo- 
logy, to come and ſee What was 
become of his ſon, who he ex- 


pected would have come up to 
is 1366534 E 

e ck L tiphutione 
04 company was rather troubles 
_ oo entertaining, and his 
time in England ſo very ſhort, 
re little to ſpare ; 
ſo took his leave, and came 
down into the parlour to us, 
when we had not 
pectation of him: bu 


8 . n SET - Lu £-£ N 1 - * 
r — ͤ — — . ˙ 8 go 


e leaſt ex- 
as it hap- 


16a Tus LADY» TALE, 8 
pened, 1. had juſt diſengaged my 
hag from that of his ſon, and left 
my: ſeat in order to ring for tea, 
when the old. ee enter 
ed the room. : 

6 1. * ſon,” aid he, 
we. ſhould have had. your com- 
pany: above ſtairs, but I confels; 
4 fine young lady is much more 
mne Than. a pee of 
old men. F f 
(„sc Sir' epi bin bn ſon, « a 
reſpect we owe - the bus gen 
makes me join in your opinion ; 
* * I hen: intircly alone, I 
1 oh ſhould 
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ſhould rather have choſen to ſtay 
here, than have gone up where 
there is nothing to be heard but 
fighs and complaints. ? Bf 

Well, Sir, aid old Mr. Vans 
zouch, are you for going? and 
pray order your ſervants to get 
your things A for” un youre 
ney" to- morrow. | 
e To-morrow. _ anſwered 
| he, with ſome aſtoniſhment, 4.1 
thou cht we 1 three Wan to 


72 


© You a AY [replied 
old gravity; and then turned to 
3 take 


— 
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take his leave of me, wiſhing me 
health, happineſs, and. a good 
huſband, which he little ima- 


fy gined he was juſt going to take 


from me. 
12 Fe but faid Leonora, 


- ic you let him g0, you quite 


« That, friend, vou al 
hear more of preſently, for the 
"0 ſon, by | his' father's example, 
came to take his leave of me 
too, and whiſ Ws, I ſhould 
hear from him ſoon.” | 
When they were e gone, I went 


S451 | 5 up 
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up to my afflicted father, who, 
with much ado, I perſuaded to 
leave his diſmal dark dwelling ; z 
and to divert him a little, gave 
him an account of all that had 
paſſed betwixt young Mr. Van- 
zouch and myſelf.” He com- 
mended me much for refuſing 
to marry him without his fa- 
ther's conſent, but ſeemed to 
take the whole ſcene for 1 no more 
than a little gallantry.. 

1 find, Sir,” returned I, 

« your opinion of my power is 
Kill very low; > however, I hope, 


when 
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ing away the hated paper, is 
there no end of my perſecution? 
and will this dlighted wretch 
purſue his 'own : contempt for 
ever? Take it down, 'Faddle, 
and give it to the bearer, with 
only this anſwer, that he is too 
troubleſome.**' ©» 8 | 
„ Madam, faid Paddle, 
« you may as well read it now 
it is opened; for he will ſup- 
poſę you have“ 5 | 
80 much the better, fool, 
ſaid I, the ſlight will be the 


greater to ſend it back: if for 


no 


46. 


* 4 


. » 
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no other reaſon, but becauſe he 


has diſappointed my wand 


C £4 


tions,” I will not read it.” 
. Nay, „ replied Paddle, 
I believe you thought it came 
from another hand; ; but ma- 
dam, if you will not read it 


2 ſhall 1?“ 


The writer, you fooliſh girl, 
is ſo very indifferent to me, that 


ſo 1 can be excuſed moyſelf, 1 
care not who reads i it. Sit then 
read, oy follows: e 


N ans % 


486 Hoy cruel is an eternal fe 
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&« paration to a ſoul that loves, 
ce that doats like mine? yet it 
« js what I muſt feel, what I 


«© muſt ever bear; nor can I 


ce blame you, lovely Drufilla, 
your eye is too diſcerning, too 


te delicate to be pleaſed with my 


«rough form. Oh! that it 
« had been caſt in a finer mould, 
« that I might have engaged the 
« affections of her I ſo highly 
« adore:. or had, in her eyes, 
« like my happy. friend, been 
« all perfection! But in the 
< midſt of ſuch deſpair, I for- 
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get I am writing for him, _w 
ce alas! is a'ready my rival. 
The misfortune of a fall 
cc madang; having made him in- 
te capable of daing the grateful 
work himſelf, he bade me 
00. ay, (oh! cruel command) he 


{© dies with impatience to ſee 
« vou; and though 1 am mi- 


« ſerable, yet as he is happy, I 


« will ſubmit, and pine in 1t- 


s lence, to let you ſee there 
ever was: a more liberal lo- 
ver, o a more grnerous 
=: TL ine t wo Wreminkg 
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iture in the world to refuſe. 
4ervin 8 his friend, when * 1 


ly wiiched at the wed and. 
muſt 4 own - 2m r n on 
I delete 1 fy ay. and I een 
ds a * 15 ma but take 
lim for life; which is the 1 
8 57 can — his cure. 
I then ſent Faddle down 
enquire after Mr. nic 
h brought the gd ac- 
count; that as they went home 
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turned the coach, which had 
ſprained his right arm a little, 
but the ſurgeon ſaid it would 
be well again in miſe; three 
r 
Since the r was * fa 
wwe I cannot. 1 I : was 
very ſorry for it, becailetir put 
a ſtop for ſome time to the in- 

| tended journey of old Vanzouch. 
I ſoon acquainted my fathet with 
all, and ſhewed him the letter 
I. had from Atkinſon, which I 
as-.foon. repented of; for his 
mind being ſoftened by his own 
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— uſed this poor gentleman 
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preſſed ĩt a- new, and I a him 
33 a — which . 
« Pruſilla, faid he, „you 


with meh unkindneſs, and 
en what 

Sir, ee 
Sing reaſon teaches: us, is ſelf- 
Preſerration; and though I have 
all the pity in the world for the 
Poor man, I cannot perſuade 
myſelf to purchaſe his eaſe at 
Pa 4.” oO 1 the 


the expence 4 my own; *. 


is nothing in life fo 1 impertit ent ID 


as the offer of a heart, vrheßt dne b 
has not the leaſt inclination te 
accept of it. Beſides, Sir, you 
have forgot you gave your con- 
ſent to Mr. Vanzouch,? ..< Ah! 
Druſilla, returned my father, 
er you are young and ſanguine, 
and your hope gallops when it 
ſhould only go a foot- pace: 
Henry has ſeen a great deal of 
the world, has been Aa gene- 
ral worſhipper at the ſhrine 
of beauty too long to... caſt 
by. 14 anchor 


e Tus LADY's TALE; &c. 

; anchor in your harbour at laſt: 
It is true, you are my only 
| child, and my whole eſtate is 
| in yours, which will entitle you to 
| 

| 


a gentleman of an caſy fortune; 
but you are to conſider, old 
Vanzouch has an eſtate which 
dee eee 
greateſt fortunes in England, eſ- 
. pecially if we account for his 
ſon's perſonal merit; ſo that, all 
things conſidered, I would not 


have you make yourſelf ſure, of 
what in all probability may ne- 
ver fall to your ſhare; beſide, 
9 1 12 you 


eee ag 
you have; which of all-things 
pleaſes me, moſt generouſly re- 
fuſed to marry him without: his 
father's conſent, and believe me, 
dear Drufilla, he will never give 
it; I know him too well to ex 
pect ſuch a piece of imprudence 
from him; he does not ſee you 
with his ſon's eyes: for ſuppo- 
in his pretenſions, yet, doubt- 
lefs, whenever the old gentle- 
man diſpoſes of him, it will 
be to a fortune very ſuperior to 


. 


+ 2 


I 5 This 


my father's, which was ground- 
ed upon ſo much reaſon, gave 


* 


Wl | 75 Tur Se; taLr ©. 


This ſententious ſpeech 'of 


me bene. 0 for two whole 


zouch, than bs weer meſs 
ige brought by a ſervant,” who 


went to enquire in my father's 
frame after oat ook 
The next night, as dye had 


juſt done ſupper, T faw one of 
the ſervants lighting ſomebody 


in, which proved'to be the per- 
ſon i in queſtion. I own Plas 


«I? clad 
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glad to ſee him in à condition 
ta go abroad, and I believe I 
told him ſo, but if J did not, 
I am ſure my father did. oh 
He ſaid he had made an ex- 
curſion that evening, his father, 
who thought him in bed, being 
engaged with company; and 
aſked my father, if he ſpent an 
hour with him and his fair 
dau ghter, whether it would not 

be troubleſome. ; 
No, Sir, aid my father, the 
fn of my old friend Vanzouch 
ſhall never want a welcome where 
I 6 I 
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3 dene 
will not take it ill, if as a fa- 


ther, I a little i r | 
des.” 


I am gd, 5 vid the 
opened a way for — my= 


ſelf, ſuch an opportunity is very 
acceptable, and you ſhall find 


1 will anſwer you with candor 
and fincerity. Healy ot 
Know then, Sir, I love ROW 
daughter more than life, and 
when I ceaſe to do ſo, I muſt 


. to breathe: She is the very 


center 


Tas LADY; TALE; U. 101 
center of my wiſhes, and to poſt | 
ſeſs her, would finiſh all bee | 
carthly defires.” eV 5¹¹8 

«I confeſs, Sir, ” faid my fa- 
e «you do my girl an honour 
— which the could neither expect 
or deſerve, and 1 think myſelf 
obliged to thank you for it, both 
in my own name and hers. But, 
Sir, conſider you have a father 
to pleaſe, and one who is too 
much valued by me, to wound 
him in ſo tender a part: I there- 
fore intreat you, to break off 
— allinnce; "61 ji 
„„ have 


OO oe IG SS oo 
: 1 


8 far he will con- 
; fat to . "| the 
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.« DearSir;Lhave 8 


fo happy, as never in my life to 


my father, not even in 


neee and, I 


have the felicity to ſay, ſo much 
goodneſs has rewarded my duty, 


that he never contradicted any 
thing deſired: it is true, this one 


affair is of greater conſequence 
than all the reſt put together; 
but as I have many reaſons to 
believe he will always ſtudy my 


67 {$54 | | | will 
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will do any thing to make me 
| for ever wretehed, as his dena! 
now muſt &ftainlydo, - F'own, 
I have never yet urged it te 
kim, becauſe I was not ſure of 
Druſilla's heart; but whenever 
14, 1 hal be in as pſi r 
fear of his refufing to comply. vl 
While we were thus diſcours 
fing, an accident happened, 
which might have been fatal to 
me, had not my =_ been 
Per 

We had a very fine ag 
dog which went mad, and be- 


Su ig. — ö | ing 


- 
_—__ —— — — wr — — — 


3 a juſtice of the peace, was 
called out to- ſome fellows who 
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ung ſo very bend in his kak ve 


"A a pity to deſtroy him, 
till we had endeavoured ſor his 


cure. My father, who is, you 


had taken a bighway-man, and 
he was no ſooner gone, than 
Setter, who had ſlipped his 


chain, came into the parlour 
and faſtened on my cloaths 


Oh! exclaimed I, setter's mad, 


and he will kill mel. At which 


Mr. Vanzouch drew his ſword, 
* H hold of the dog's 


neck 


 neck-bekind,” ran it down his 
throat. This Over, he again 
reſumed his former diſcourſe, 
ſenſibility, and keenneſs of re- 
flection, upon a ſubject, which 
I could not help . being pleaſed 
wich „ ors A 5 

The evening was now far 
ſpent, and a late hour made him 
deſirous of returning home; but 


to ſee me again the next day. 
I wonder, Sir, how you con- 
triye to keep your father off his 
intended 
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intended journey, is he not in 
haſte to be gone? 2 6 

No, my dear Said not 
while I complain of pain, which 
I thall do longer than I feel it, 
becauſe it is gone already; but 
to leave my Drufilla, would not 
only open old wounds, but make 
aà new incurable one, in that 
2 which ſhe alone com- 


% 
zz 1 ** 
* o * 1 * : * * 1. «A, OY 
= - — 


| fs ps Gf this, Mr: Vans 
zouch, an obſequious lover. ſel 
dom fails to make an imperidus 
Oy and I would. not: lef- 


£ © > , 
s p 73 FACES. | 2 þ 4 K ; . 
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ſen my good opinion of y 
ſo get on home while n are 
well.“ ths the 8 
Next PARK lit $5672 Mr. | 
Vanzouch, Lhad an een 
him n — words, 


« 1 1 be ou deareſt Devil 
64 « has not love enough to blame 
me for my breach of promiſe; 
but know, my fair, it is oe 


c cafioned by the illneſs of a 
os relation, who has ſent for me 
and Mr. Atkinſon, with an 


ce intent to make us his heirs. 
"Us £1 : | ; CC Fan 


* , 
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- & Thither am I forced by my 
e what I wiſh had gone with 
t him to his grave, rather than 
rob me one moment of your 
5. dear company, which I pre- 
fer to all the wealth of Peru. 
When 1 may hope for a fight 
«© of my adorable Drufilla again, 
“I know: not, our return being 
«fa uncertain; but beg you 
ee will not dem me a line by the 
4c bearer, to live upon till that 
= happy time arrives; and oh! 
* _—_— not your faithful. 


9 21 HENRY VANZz ock.“ 
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the ſatisfaction of Mr. Vanzou 4 | 
was grown ſo dear to me, that 
I was! not. long conſiderin g whe- 


ther F ſhould: gratifp his requeſt 
or no, but went to my ere 3 
toom, and wrote thus: i 


0 1K * a 


. * ” 
7 7 „* 
* — 4 


| L always took you, Sir, for 
A man of too much ſenſe, to 
40 prefer a pebble to a pearl, a 
e woman's company to a good 
& eſtate; but F know not how 
«you have managed it, me- 

« thinks it is now my intereſt 


3244 cc to 


S» 
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{© to believe all you fay, ſince 
| te to be deceived would ſhew 
| cc me too credulous, and you 
ce too much enamoured but 


6 Pll fuppoſe neither; a happy 
ec ſecurity gives peace, while a 
| « fooliſh ſuſpicion deſtroys it. 
| “Be careful of yourſelf, for 
0 your own fake, if not for 
« that of 

DavSILLA NonrTHINGTON, 
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